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Public Comment regarding Issues with 7 -L3-2204,7 -L3-22L2, andT-13-2214.

My name is Gina Newby. I live in Helena, MT in the North Star residential subdivision which currently contains
272 developed lots (containing over 400 registered voters). I am representing the homeowners of said

subidivision. I lead a small committee working without pay (or other resources) to try to fix a complicated
issue regarding our wells involving the subdivision's developers who currently own our water and sewer utility
as a private entity. We have been feverishly working to, among other things, form a water and sewer district
in our subdivision.

I wanted to bring to your attention the difficulties we've encountered with 7-13-2204,7-13-ZZL2, and 7-13-

2214. This law currently states that a petition and the election to form a water and sewer district requires

signatures and votes from 'qualified electors' instead of registered voters. We get many questions as to why
this change occurred. The effort, time, and other resources required to search out, contact, inform, and

encouraee voter participation of all subdivision residents and prooertv owners ages 18 and up is bevond our
capabilities.

The election requires 40% approval from qualified electors. Registered voterturnouts ofthat percentage are

difficult enough to achieve, but to add qualified electors makes the probability of obtaining 40% approval

extremely low. The difficulty is compounded in determining actual voter percentages as the countv faces the
same dilemma we do - how do we figure out actual numbers? How do we know if we received a sufficient
number of votes?

ln summary, though we are unsure of the intentions of this law and why it was changed from 'registered

voters'to'qualified electors', we do know it has made this process exceedingly difficult for us and very
discouraging. We really need to form a water/sewer district but this law makes it extremely difficult.

Sincerely,

Gina Newby
1130 Antares Road

Helena, MT
ginanewby@ msn.com


